


  

  

1956 CORVETTE 
Production: 3,467 convertibles 

1956 NUMBERS 
Vehicle: E56S001001 through E56S004467 

Suffix: FG: 265ci, 225hp, at GU: 265ci, 240hp, mt 
FK: 265ci, 210hp, at GV: 265ci, 210hp, mt 
GR: 265ci, 225hp, mt 

Block: 3720991: All 
Head: 3725306: 265ci, 210hp, 225hp (2-bolt exhaust manifolds) 

3731762: 265ci, 225hp, 240hp (3-bolt exhaust manifolds) 

Carburetor: Carter 2362S #3720953: 265ci, 225hp, 240hp, rc 
Carter 2366SA #3733246: 265ci, 210hp 
Carter 2419S #3730599: 265ci, 225hp, 240hp, fe 

Distributor: 1110872: 265ci, 225hp, ep 1110879: 265ci, 225hp, Ip 

Generator: 1102043: Ait 

Abbreviations: at=automatic transmission, ci=cubic inch, ep=early 
production, fc=front carburetor, hp=horsepower, ip=iate production, 
mt=manual transmission, rc=rear carburetor. 

1956 FACTS 
* The Corvette received its first major body redesign in 1956. With the 
exception of the instrument panel which was nearly identical, the 1956 was 
visually completely different from the preceding model. The new design 
featured roll-up windows (glass) with power assist optional, external door 
handles and locks, exposed headlights with chrome surround bezels 
(except very early production which were painted), and a scuiptured side 
cove which permitted the Corvette's first two-tone paint combinations. 
* Factory auxiliary hardtops were first available in 1956. The anodized 
header trim made the 1956 tops unique to the year. The anodized trim 
was, however, painted the same color as the top on some 1956s. 
+ Seat belts were available for the first time in 1956, but only in kit form as 
a dealer installed accessory The belts were grey nylon with chrome- 
plated, quick-release buckles. 
* The optional AM radios for 1956 Corvettes were transistorized, another 
Corvette first. A similar radio was used for 1957, but most 1956 selector 
bars for the signal-seeking feature were plain. Models not equipped with 
the radio received a special plate covering the dash mount location. 
* All 1956 models with standard transmissions were fitted with a new type 
clutch which used heat-treated coils to replace the diaphragm-type springs 
previously used. 
* Dual four-barrel carburetors were available on Corvettes for the first time 
in 1956. The proper air cleaners were buffed aluminum and had an oil- 
wetted. seaied filter element. A cast aluminum intake manifold was 
included with dual carburetors. 
* Dual point distributors were first used in 1956. All engines except the 
base 265ci, 210hp unit had the new distributors. 
+ The windshield washer reservoir for 1956 was a blue vinyl bag. 
* Correct 1956 valve covers had staggered hold-down holes and attach 
with Phillips-head screws. The base 265ci, 210hp engine had painted 
Steel covers with the Chevrolet script. Ail optional engines had nine-fin 
cast alloy vaive covers. 
+ Passenger-side seats in 1956 models had fore-aft adjustment rails. 
Previous Corvette passenger seats were fixed in position. 
+ A higher-output 12V battery (53-amp hour) was fitted to 1956 models. 
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1956 OPTIONS 
CODE DESCRIPTION QTY RETAIL $ 
2934 Base Corvette Convertible 0... ee 3,467 $3,120.00 
101 Heater oo. cece cccccesecsecesescesessseserseesesesuevsueeess _ 123.65 
102 AM Radio, signal seeking «000... eee 2,717 198.90 
107 Parking Brake Alarm ...........0. vee 2,685 5.40 
108 Courtesy Lights ............. 2,775 8.65 
109 Windshield Washe®rs ...........cccccccsscccssseeeensees 2,815 11.85 
290 Whitewall Tires, 6.70x15 00... cccceseeseeeeseeeeees — 32.30 
313 Powerglide Automatic Transmission................ _— 188.50 
419 Auxiliary Hardtop oo... ceecseeseeeseetsenaees 2,076 215.20 
426 Power WINGOWS .0......cccecececcessceseeesseeeecseeeeeaes 547 64.60 
440 Two-Tone Paint Combination 0.0... 1,259 19.40 
449 Special High-Lift Camshaft ......0.00..0cceee 111 188.30 
469 265ci, 225hp Engine (2x4 carburetors) ......... 3,080 172.20 
471 Rear Axle, 3.2721 ratio 0... ccccccscessscescsscreseaee — 0.00 
473 Power Operated Folding Top... 2,682 107.60 

° A 265ci, 210hp engine, 3-speed manual transmission, vinyl interior trim, 
and a soft top were included in the base price. 
* RPO 449 (Special High-Lift Camshaft) was available only when com- 
bined with RPO 469 (225-hp engine with dual four-barrel carburetors). 
Chevrolet recommended this combination "for racing purposes only" and 
generally did not specify a horsepower rating. The accepted, though 
unofficial, power output of RPO 449 is 240hp. 
* RPO 469 was often specified by Chevrolet as “dual four-barrel carburetor 
equipment,” rather than as a separate engine. Of the 3,080 RPO-469 
quantity, 1,510 were sold with 3-speed manual transmissions, 1,570 with 
Powerglide automatics. 
* The 2,076 RPO-419 auxiliary hardtop quantity included 629 in place of 
soft tops at no charge. 
* RPO 470 permitted selection of beige or white soft tops in place of the 
standard black softtop at no charge. In 1956, soft too colors sold were 103 
biack, 1,840 white, 895 beige. 
* The Corvette heater was changed from a recirculating-air-only type to a 
new “outside” air design in 1956. However, the first 145 1956s were built 
with the old type heater. 

1956 COLORS 
EXTERIOR QTY SOFTTOP WHEELS INTERIOR 
Onyx Black ............810 Bk-W Black Red 
Aztec Copper ........ 402 Bg-W Copper Beige 
Cascade Green .....290 Bg-W Green Beige 
Arctic Blue ............. 390 Bg-W Blue Beige-Red 
Venetian Red .... 1,043 Bg-W Red Red 
Polo White .............532 Bk-W Red-Silver Red 

* Suggested interiors shown. Other combinations were possible. 
+ Interiors and exteriors were not coded to individual cars. 
+ |In 1956 paperwork, code "std" denoted black exterior. All other exteriors, 
including two-tones, were denoted by "440" followed by one alpha char- 
acter. Solid colors were denoted by letters R through X (no U). Two-tones 
were denoted by the letters A through G. 
* Exterior color quantity total for 1956 from Chevrolet records equals the 
3,467 production total exactly. It appears unlikely that any other exterior 
colors were possibie in 1956. 
* The 1,259 quantity for code 440— two-tone paint was split 223 Onyx 
Black/silver; 166 Aztec Copper/beige; 147 Cascade Green/beige; 172 
Arctic Blue/silver, 431 Venetian Red/beige; 120 Polo White/silver. 
einteriors sold in 1956 were: 2,580 red, 887 beige. 
- Wheel color with Polo White exteriors depended on interior color. Wheels 
were red with red interiors, silver with beige interiors. 
Abbreviations: Bg=Beige, Bk=Black, W=White. 
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- AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION og 1/2" 
CONSOLIDATED SPECIFICATION QUESTIONNAIRE Revised 7-9-5 

MAKE OF CAR: CHEVROLET MODEL NAME SYMBOL 
  
COMPANY: Chevrciet Division 

General Motors Corp. 

General Motcrs Blac. CORVETTE 293k 

Detroit 2, Michigan 
MODEL YEAR: 1956 | DATE January 6, 1956 

Revised: 7-9-56 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

  
General Specifications......cccececeseese 1 Frame... ccs ccccscccccnenccuscnacee coe 16 

Engine... ccc cee cee csccccccenccnecssees 2 Front Suspension. ....cccesscesascenerees 16 

Electrical... sccccnccscccccecsecescrenes 8 Steering. .cscceerccesesccccncevcsserere 17 

Drive Units... ccc cce scene scercenccsocs 12 Rear Suspension. ...oscccsscesencccsecce 18 

Brakes... cc cess cece ccccencr css cccenees 15 Body ssc cecceccrccccccccccccresccsenes ID 

Index. cissecccvesvcvecccccrecrscuevese 24 

NOTES: 3. The specifications set forth herein are those in effect at the dote of compilation and ore subject to change without notice. 

2. All specifications are standard for the models under which they are listed unless otherwise indicated. 

3. All dimensions are nominal engineering dimensions unless otherwise indicated. 

4, Unless otherwise indicated, specifications appiy to 5 or 6 passenger, 4-door sedan or equivalent. 

GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 

  

      

   

       

        
   

Model Vv       
   

        

NAL POWERGLIDE 

  

  

Wheelbase 

Tread Front 
Rear    

  

    
{t-103) 

Width (W-103) 

(H-101) 

Maximum 

Overaii 
Dimensions 

   

     

              

      
    

  

      
   

  
rotio—overail 

diameter (curb to curb) 
* 

Conventionai 

Overdrive 

Automatic 

Conventional 

Overdrive 

Automatic 

Transmission 
(Specify stondord, 

optional, not avail.) 

   
Axle ratio 

   

  

      
Tie size 

T 

No. of 

Valve 

Bore and stroke 

Piston 

Standard compression ratio 

at 

  

   

   
     
     

    

        

Engine 
cu. in.    

   
Maximum 

      

Maximum ot 

*Stendard car weight, not including gas ond water. 
(a) 225 € 5200 RPM with two l-barrel carburetors, 
(v) 270 @ 3600 RPM with two l-barrel carburetors. 
(c) Ratio of 3.2721 or 4.11:1 Optional 
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he AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire Page 2 

MAKE OF CAR _ CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR_____1955 

" y-8 
MODEL Corvatte CONVENTIONAL { POWERGLIDE 

ENGINE—GENERAL 

  

   

     

  

   
    

y, other 

of V 
   Type    

      
   
   

    

    

No. of 

Valve 

Bore and stroke 

Piston 

Numbering system 
_ {front to rear) 

order 

  

   

   
    

tv. in. 

L. Bank 

R, Bonk    
     

  

       

  

    

Standard Head 

Kead 

Standard 

Campression ratio 

      

       
    

    Head 
Material 

Sieeve--W. 

Cylinders 
      

    

  

     

     

    
     
    

   

   

  

other,   

    
Number of Front 

mounting points * Rear 

Taxable (Dia? x No. Cyl} 
horsepower 2,5 

Standard head 
    

              

    

  

       
     
   

     method} 

Stondord head 

head 

Advertisad head 
max, brake Wak fuel 

hors ith fue 
at ne {Octane Standard Head 

© RPM* and 

  

   
    

Head 
  

box, torque 

(Ib, ff. @ RP. 

Recommended idie 
    

ENGINE—PISTONS 

    

  

           

  

Material 

Description and finish 

       Ww } 02. 

lend 
   

   

    
T 

    

      

   

    

Liearance Skint 

    No. 1 

No, 2 

No. 3 

No. 4 

“Corrected 03 defined by SAE Engine Test Code, with the following standard power consuming 
i ging 

Ring groove 

depth     

    
       

  

(a) Measured 2.4 inches from top of Piston. 
(ob) 225 HP @ 5200 RPM with tro l-barrel carburetors. 
{c) 270 @ 3600 with tro l-barrel carburetors.
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AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire aoe 

MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 

V8 
MODEL CORVETTE CONVENTIONAL | POWERGL IDE 

ENGINE—RINGS 
    

     No, 1 cif or 

No, 2 oil or 

No. 3 oil or 

Noe. 4 oil or 

Type (top 
to bottem) 
   

     

    

  

    
   

    

  

    

    

   
No. obove 

Material 

Coating 
     

    

      

    
   

      

      

      

- op 
Second R 

one 

- Wear Resistant Coa 
Compression    

Width 

   Moximum wali thickness 

Material 

Coating 
   

ou Width 

   Maximum wall thickness 

        Location of ors 

ENGINE—PISTON PINS 

    

  

      

Material 

Diameter 

    

     
    

      

  

        

  

Locked in rod, in 

piston, floating, etc. 

In rod or 

Materiai 

   
    

Type 

    

   Bushing 

In 

In rod 

Direction offset in 

Clearance 

ENGINE—CONNECTING RODS 

  

         

        

   

Material 

    

  

Ww {oz.) 

{center to center) 

Materiol    

  

   
(cast-in or removable) 

Effective 

Clearance 

End 

Bearing    

  

    

    

ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT 

Material Drop Forged Steel 

Weight (ib.) UT. 75 

O * Revised: 2-23-56 . 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 

v8 

MODEL CORVETTE Conventional \ Porarglide     
ENGINE—CRANKSHAFT (cont.) 

      

    

     Vibration damper type 

End thrust taken 

Crankshaft end 

      Oscillat Rubber Floa 

      
     

   

    

   

  

eked wi 
emov 

    

  

  

  

Moterial 

(cast-in or remova 

Clearance 

   * 

    

  

    
            

       

    

    
   

      

   
No. f 

No, 2 

No. 3 

No, 4 

No, 5 

No. 6 

No, 7 

Direction offset from 

Connecting red crankpin 
Journal diameter 

x_.702 
x_.702 

    

        
   

   
    

  

    

   

  

Journal 
dla, ond 

bearing 

effective 
length 

Main 

bearing     = 

      

  
           

  

   

  

    

+ 

    
       

  

———— 

— 
  

  

bore 

ENGINE—CAMSHAFT 

  

    

  

   
    

     
   

  

    

Mosteriai 

O Bearings 

  

  

   Material 
Number 

Gear er chain 

Crankshaft gear or 
sprocket material 

     

   
   Comshoft gear or 
sprocket material 

Moke 

No. of links 

Width 

Pitch 

Type of 

drive    
   
   
    
    

    Timing 
chain 
   

  

  

  

  

  

  

    
    

ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM 

Hydraulic lifters (yes, no) No 
Special provision for valve 
rotation (intoke, exhayst) None 
Rocker ratio 1,.5:1 

Operating tappet 
clearance {indicate intake 008 Hot 

hot or cold) . 
Exhaust 2018 Hot 

Tappet clearance intake — ! 

for timing Exhaust _ Zara 
Timing morks on fiy- 
wheel, damper, other Damper 

  

* Revised: 2-23-56 
oO       
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 19 6 

V-8 

MODEL CORVETTE Conventional { Powerglide 

ENGINE—VALVE SYSTEM (cont.) 
    

   
      

  

   
    
   

  

   

(BTC) 

Closes (°ABC) 

(BBC) 

Closes {°ATC) 

  

   intake 

   
   

  

   Exhaust 

    
Material 

Overail 

Actual overall head dia. 

of seat 

Seat insert material 

   
    
   

  

   
   

   
   
   
   
   

  

Stem diameter 

Stem to 

Lift 

Outer 
spring 

press. ond 

length 

   
clearance 

    intake     

    

   
       

  

     

   
    

Valve closed 

(Ib, @ in} 

Valve open 

{lb. @ in.) 

Vaive closed 

   

  

   

  

     

   

  

    

        
   
   

     

   
   

Inner 
spring (Ib. G in.) 

press, and | Valve open 

fength (Ib. @ In.) 

Material 

Oversil 

Actual overcii head dia. 

of seat 

   
    
       

  

    

   
   

Seat insert material 

Stem diameter     
    Stam to clearance 

Lift 

Outer 
spring 
press. ond 

length . 

tnner 
spring 

press, and 
length 

    
     
   

   

  

Exhoust Valve closed 
{lb. @ in.} 

Valve open 
(Ib. @ in.) 

Valve closed 

(Ib. @ in.) 

Vaive open 

(lb. @ in.} 

   
    

   
       
   

   

    
   

  

      

    
     

   

  

    

     

ENGINE—~LUBRICATION SYSTEM 

     

  

Moin     
      

  

    

     

      
     

   

    

   

Type of rods 

Wbrication Piston 
(splash, Camshaft 

pressure, T 
nozzle) 

  

or chain 

wails 

        
¢ 

Optional camshaft for conventional transmission: 

(a) 35° 
(b) .:72° 

© (c) 76° 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 

V5 

MODEL CORVETTE Conventional | Powerglide 

ENGINE—LUBRICATION SYSTEM (cont.) 

Oil pump type Gear 
  
Normal oif pressure (ib. @ rpm) 

Oil pressure gage type 
(electric or mechanical) 

30 PSI @ 1170 - RaPells 

  

  

  

Electric 

Type oil Intoke (floating, 
stationary) Stationary 

Oll filter type (full flow, 
partial fiow} Full Flew 

Capacity of crankcase, less 
filter—refill (q?.) g 
  

Oil grade recommended (SAE viscosity 
ond temperature range) 

F 
am 

    Oll type recommended 

ENGINE—FUEL SYSTEM 

heod 

heod 

(gats.) 

      

      
   

      

   

       
  

fuel    
  

Tank 

  

er 

ype 
Filter 

ype (elec. or mech.) 

Fuel 

pump Pressure range 

  

   acuum booster ({std., opti, none) 

Make 

Model number 

Number used 

Downdraft, side 

inlet, other    Type 

     Carburetor or dual       

    

heat 

(manuol, auto., none) 

Automotic choke type 
(integrol, other} 

  

   Air cleaner 

type 

ENGINE—EXHAUST SYSTEM 

Type (single, singie with cross-over, dual, other} 

Muffler type 

  

. flow, str. thru, sep.resonotor) 

Exhaust pipe dio. 

Pipe diometer 

Below O°F SAE SW or SAE 5W-20 

Heavy Duty 

   
Oc ormation on 

   

    

Not lower than 32°F SAE 20W or SAE 20 or SAE 10W-30 

As low as O°F SAE 10W or SAE 10W-30 

or sustained high speed ora Anes when the prevailing dayligt 

    

  

    

  

   
     

     

   

   
    

  

   

  

   

   

  

    

    

    
     

  

" 

n 

tain teel Tail Pipe Extension Added to end of Tail Pipe 

fs O88 Oe rbe me WCFB-2119S (front) and WCFB-2362S (rear). 
(bd) Two k-barrel carburetors optional. 

Two air cleaners required. 

  

      
   

   



  

. 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 

MODEL CORVETTE. Conventional i Powerglide   
  
  

ENGINE—COOLING SYSTEM 

Type (pressure system, 
atmospherie, other) 

Radiator 

Cireuiation 
thermostat 

    

       

      

   
         
   
     
    
   
   

    

       
   

Pressure 

    

valve        

  

T 

Starts to 

   Number of 

Drive 

_ Water 

pump     

   
recirculation 

Radiator core type 
(cellular, tube and fin) 

Cooling sys- With heater 

fem Without heater 

Water fuil of 

Weter ail around 

Cellular    

  

   
       

    
   

        
   

  

        
no) 

   

       

          

Number ond type 
(molded, straight) 

Inside diameter 

and length 

Number and 

(molded, straight) 

Inside diameter 

and iength 

1 = Molded 

1 3/4 x 15 

le Molded 

       

    

    

  

Lower 

    

    
      
    

  

      

  

    

  

   
      

   

Radiator 
© hove 1 1/2 x 16.50       

  

Number and 

(molded, straight) 

Inside diameter 

and length 

  

None 

   
Number used 

of V 

Outside 

Width 

   
Orive 
belts     

of V 

Outside 

Width 

Number of blades 
and spacing 

Diameter 

Ratio—fan to 

crankshaft revolutions 

   

    

Gener- 
ator 
   
   

  

   

  

   
      l, Staggered    
   

      

   
   IYI sh 

* = Revised 2023-56   
 



  

  

  

  

oo 
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») 
78 

mopit___ CORVETTE Conventional \ Powerglide 
    

ELECTRICAL—SUPPLY SYSTEM 
    

    

   

  

     

Under hood, right side 
   

Terminal 

Make 

Medel 

    
Generator 

   

   

    

    
     

     

Ratlo—Gen. to Cr 

Moke 

Model 

rev. 

   

    
   

   
   

  

      

Closing voltage 
@ generator rpm 

    

     
   

Cutout 
12.8 @ 1300 

relay Reverse current 
to apen Regviator    

Ragu- 

lated 

Min. Gen. 

Veltage 
test con- 
ditlons 

  

     

  

Current   

  

       

   
       

T 

Load 

Other 

   

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

      
  

  

      
  

  

ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM 

Make = 

Model 
1107627 

Rotation (drive 
end view) ‘ Clockwise 

Engine cronking speed NeAs 

Test conditions 

Starting Engine at operating temp. 

Leck Amps 5 

test Volts 
58. 

Torque (ib. ft.) 12.7 

No Amps £5 

lead Volts 10.) 

test RPM (min.) "8900. 

Switch (solenoid, manual) : td 

Starting Place shift in neutral Place selector lever 

Metor Procecwre _,, depress clutch in park or neutral 

Depress accelerator pedal to floor to set automatic choke=- — 

then release so an 

Turn ignition key to extreme right position to tart engine 

  

  
  

j
o
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 
— 75 

mopiL_ CORVETTE Conventional i Powerglide 
  

ELECTRICAL—STARTING SYSTEM (cont.) - 
     

  

    
    

    

  

    

  

      

     

Pinion meshes 

Pinion 

  

Number 
of teeth 

tooth face width 

ELECTRICAL—IGNITION SYSTEM 

    

    

   
    

    

    

  

Centr. edvance 
start (rpm) 300 

1h° @ 1750 

8.0 

13 3/u° @ 15-in. HG 

  

Centr. advance 
max. deg. @ rpm 

     

  

    

    

ata (at 
distri- 

butor 
shaft) 

    

   

      

    

Distributor Vacuum advance 
start (in. Hg.) 

Vac. adv. (max. 
deg. @ In. Hg.} 

     

       Breaker 

Cam 

      
    

   
   

   
Breaker arm tension 

        

    

Mark location 

Cylinder numbering system 
{see page 2) Timing Left Bank 1-3-5-7 

      

    

     

      

  

     
order (see 2) 

Make and model 

Spark 
plug Thread 

Conductor 

Insulation 

ELECTRICAL—SUPPRESSION 
  

Description 
. 

Non metallic high tension cables 

  
  

  
 



  

© 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET _MODEL YEAR — 1956 

= ra 
MODEL _ CORVETTE Conventional L_ Powerglide 

ELECTRICAL—INSTRUMENTS AND SWITCHES 

Speed- Make AL. 

ometer Trip odometer (yes, no) —tiIn 

Charge Indicstor—type Ammeter _—_—*%— 

Temperature Indicator—type Electric 

Oil pressure Indicator—type Bourdon Tube 

Fuel indicator=—ty pe Electric 
  

identify positions 
In order and cir- 
cuits controlled 

Vertical 
Counter Clockwise 

lst Postion Clockwise from Vertical 

Off, Unlocked 
Off, Locked 
Ignition & Acc. "ON" 

  

  

    
  

  

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

  

+ Ignition ond Postion Clockwise from Vertical - Ignition and Starter +## 

owitch *On" with Spring Return 
to lst Position. 

Provision for Illumination Yes 

a Qn_Instruement—Panel_—Right-of Steering Column ———————— 
Theft protection type —_ Nona : 

Identity positions 
; 

and lights Depressed-Off 

Maln light» | controlled 1st Notch - Instrument Panel Lights, Parking Lights 

Ing switch 2nd Notch - Instrument Panel Lights, Driving Lights 

Rotate - Clockwise to Dim and turn off Instruement Panel Lights 

Counterelockwise to turn on and brighten Panel Lights 

Locations and Left Hand Toe Board - High & Low Beam Driving Lights 

lamps controlled Parking Brake Alarm Light Switch on Parking Brake Lever 

Other light Housing at rear of Instruement Panel -~ Brake engaged: Light-on 

switches Front Compartment Courtesy Lamp Switch - In Door Hinge 

Directions “Signa ‘omtten in Hub of Steering Mast Jacket 

Locations and de- - wo ° 

vices controlied Folding Top Switch - On Instrument. Panel - Pull out to let 

Other top down. 

switches pi Windshield Wiper Switch - On Motor Unit. Controlled 

kneb On Instrument Panel. 
- Electric Window Lifts ~ On Inors (Master Switch on Driver Side 

Make . . Other—Parte 

Type Plectric 

veer Vacuum booster None 

provision 

Washer provision Dealer Installed Accessory. 

Type dbrator. 

Horn Number vsed “tt 
    Amp drow (each)     High 9. Lomet0 
  

# = RPO Equipment « Inst 
Ht = Revised 2-23-56 

alled in Folding Top Circuit.    
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET _MODEL YEAR 1956 

MODEL__CORVETTE Conventional } Powerg lida     
    

ELECTRICAL—LAMP BULBS 

Give quantity weed and trode number, e.g. Howdlemp 21-4020. 
Indicate accoceorioe which ere not cienderd equipment by en esterish following the numbers. 

beam indicator 

Front 

Direction indicator Rear 

Tell-Tale 
' 

License i 

Instrument 

lock light 

Dome 1! 

Clock 

Radio diol 

Glove 

Trunk 

Other   
ELECTRICAL—FUSE & CIRCUIT BREAKER DATA 

Vee wade number of ture, 0.g., S71-10. Indicate clrevil breeker by ampore capacity tvfflued by letters “C.8", 0.9, 30 C.B. Where fuse or circult breaker protects muitiple circuits indicate first 
wee by @ letter and repeat the came letter ter eli nits protected by the same fuse a circull breaker, 0.g., Parking light: SFE-10 (a), Direction indicator: seme es (0). 

Hea beam indicator 

Toil 

Direction indicator 

Ucense 

Instrument   
    

# =~ Plus use of 1 AGA3 Fuse mounted on Light Switch Assembly. 
# = Revised 2-23.56, 

 



  LEE 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET ___MODEL YEAR 1956 

    

   

  

  

   

  

MOD “A 

DRIVE UNITS-——CLUTCH (PEDAL OPERATED) 

     

        
Make 

T or wet } 
in combination with fluid 

(yes, no) 

      

  

    

     
    

  

    
no} 

   fe    

     
   
   

    

    
   

Total 

No. of cluteh driven discs 

Material 

imide diameter 

Cutside diamater 

Total eff. area 

Thickness 

Number 

Engogement cushion- 
ing method 

   

   
   
   
   

    

  

        

  

   
   

Clutch 
fadag 

Springs 

  

     
   

    

T 

Method of 
lubrication 

Method 

(springs, 
other) 

Frict. mat. 

Release 

bearing      
       

      

     

Sealed 

    

    

   

      

   

  

     

Springs at Hub Torsionsi 
damping 

     

  

DRIVE UNITS—TRANSMISSIONS 
  

Conventional (std. or opt.) Standard { 
Conventional with overdrive (std. or opt.) ‘ 
Avtomotic {std. or opt.) Optional | standard. 

DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION 

Number of forward 

tn Airst 

In second 

In third 

In fourth 

tn reverse 

in 2nd 

  

  

    
  

     
   

  

      

   

    

  

   

   
    

  

    

    

   
   

Traramission 
ratios    

  

   
   
   Conatont mesh 

Spur geor used In 

{indicate speeds} 

Helico! gears wed In 

{indicate speeds} 

Synchronous meshing in 2od and 
3rd geors (yes, no) 

   

  

All    

  

   Yes 

  

@ - Optional transmission: First 2.2, second 1.31, third direct drive, reverse 2.2.
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1956 MAKE OF CAR_CHEVROJET MODEL YEAR 

  

     
      

DRIVE UNITS—CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION (cont.) 

      T recommended 

SAE vis- Summer 

coalty Winter 

Extreme cold 

DRIVE UNITS-~CONVENTIONAL TRANSMISSION WITH OVERDRIVE 

For transmission dats see conventional transmission section 

Lubricant    

  

    

  

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
        
  

  

  

  

  

  

        

Type (planetary or 
1! : other) was + 

If planetary, No. of pinions — 

Manual jockout (yes, no} — 

Downshift accelerator control (yes, no} am, 

Minimum cut-in speed ' =-= 

Gear ratio — 
Overdrive Capacity 

{O.D. only} “—* 

lubric Separate filter (yes, no) --= 

cont | ype recommended aoe 

SAE vise | Summer oor 
cosity Winter =a0 

© number Ext. cold owe 

DRIVE UNITS—AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 

Trade name Powerglide 

Type (fuid coupling with Torque Converter 

geors, torque convertor — With Planetary 
with gears, other) Gears 

Monval selector positions, left P « Park 
to right (show symbols and N - Neutral 
define, ¢.9., N- Neviral) a D - Drive 

L = Low , 
R= Reverse 

Ust geor ratios In each drive 

position (range} Drive .1,.82-1 
= Low 1,821 

‘ Reverse 1.8201 

Shifting within drive position range by accelerator 
control and speed limiting governor (yes, no) owe Yes 

By governor—forced shift (yes, no} -a— Yes. 
Downshift of gears In high range 50 
possible up to imph) “ee 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET. MODEL YEAR__1956 

    

  

    
      

  

     
      
    

     

DRIVE UNITS—-AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION (cont.) 

Number of elements 

Max, ratio at stall 
at engine rpm 

Provided 

   

     
       no} 

  

    

      
    

Torque Mechan: 
convertor Vocky Relecses ot 

lockup renge, mph) mee 
Type of cooling (forced air, oil 
cooler ond type, other) 

device 

    t recommended 

Summer 

Winter 

Extreme cold 

    

  

    
Lubricant    

    
Geode 

DRIVE UNITS—PROPELLER SHAFT 
  

  

  
  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

      
  

  
  

Number used 1 

Type (expoied, torque tube) Exposed Hotchkiss 

Conventionai trans. 2.50 x .O65(Eff. Len.varies due -<- 
Outer to WeJaint Slip on Spline ) 
diameter x Overdrive trans. meen 
jength* x 
weil 

thickness Automatic trans, 

= Same As Conventional «= 
Type (plain, 

Inter- onti-friction) None 
mediate > 7 
bearing Lubri. (fitting, 

prepack) None 
Moke 

Own. 
Number used . 2 

Type (ball ond trunnion, 

Universal crons, other) Yoke And Spider (Trumnion) 
joints 

Type (plain, 
anti-friction) AntieFriction 

Bearing Tubric. (fitting, 
prepack) Z = Fitting 

Orive token through {torque tube 
or arms, spring) Rear Springs 
Torque token through (torque tube 
of orms, springs} Rear Spring     
    

*Centeriine to centerline of joints or centerline of rear attachment point.
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AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire |... 14-56 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 

9 7-68 
MODEL__CORVETTE CONVENTIONAL I POWERCGLIDE 

DRIVE UNITS—REAR AXLE 

           
other) 

other, 

Conventional trans.         

   
3.70 (Standard 

     

    

   
    
      
    

      

   

Gear ratio Overdrive trans. 

of teeth 
Avtomatic trans. 

other) 
other) 
   

T recommended 

SAE vis- _|_ Summer 
cosity Winter 

number Extreme 

DRIVE UNITS—WHEELS 

other) 

Rim (size and 

        

    

  

Lubricant     
   

   

  

       
       

    

Type (bolt or stud} 

Circle diameter 

Number ond size 

Attachment    

DRIVE UNITS—TIRES 
    
   

  

   

Standard 

  

Size and 

  

    Rev at 30 

inflation 

      

     
Front 

Reor 
      

BRAKES—SERVICE 

     
    
     

Type 

   
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booster 

Effective area in} 

Percent brake effectiveness—-reor 

Front 

Rear 

ond material 

   

  

   

  

   o Diameter 
   

      

(a) 3.27 (11-36), or belL:l (9-37) Optional   
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MAKE OF CAR Chevrolet _MODEL YEAR_12956 

© TA 
MODAL Corvette | Conventional i Powerglide_ 

BRAKES—SERVICE (cont.) 

Bonded or riveted Bonded 

Material Full. Molded Asbestos Composition 

Size Front 

Pri- (length x wheel 943125 x 2.0 x .202-.222 

mory width x Rear 
thickness) | wheel 9.3125 x 1.75 x .202-.222 

one Segments per shoe | 

8 Moterial Full Molded Asbestos Composition 
Size Front , 

i Second- {length wheei 12,6875 x 2.0 x 2202=4222 . * 

ary width x Reor , 

thickness) | whee! (11.6875 x 1.75 x 202-2222 

Segments per shoe 1 

Wheel cyl- | Front 1.125 
Inder bore Rear 1.0 

Master cylinder bore 1.0 

Avaliable pedal travel yn / 2 

Line pressure at 100 Ib. pedal load 700 (Approx. ) “ 

Shoe clearance adjustment To Light Drag and Back Off 7 Notches . 

BRAKES—PARKING 
        

       

  

       
   

         T of contro! 

Location of control 

on 

wey 

   

          
      

  

If sepa- Type (internal or external) 
_o 

rate from Drum diameter 
_. 

service Lining size (length x 
  

   
brokes width x thickness)          

FRAME ’ 

  

Type and description Full length, welded, box section side and rear cross-members 

"I" beam type, bracing from "X" member to frame front side- 

member. Rear shock absorber cross-member of "U" type. "I" 

beam tyne SX" members 
  

FRONT SUSPENSION 

Type and description 
  

Unitized, independent, short and long arm   
 



  
  

diameter 

© rear 

Mechanical 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 1956 

V5 
MODEL CORVETTE Conventional | Powerglide 

    
FRONT SUSPENSION (cont.)     

        

   

    

   

     
   

    

  

   

  

Material      

    

x width x 

No. leaves or coil LD.) 

rate 

at wheel 

Normal foad (lb. @ rated 

13.45 Free Length x 3.752 
Spring 

   

Manufacturer 

(direct of 

Piston diometer 

(link, linkless, 
frameless) 

Moteriol 

  

    
    

  

! Shock 

absorbers     
    

     
    
Stabliizer    

STEERING 

  

   
      

  

Mechanical 

Power 

    

         

Type used (Standard 
or optional) 

diameter 

  

   
   

      
    

    

     

  

       
    

    

     
    

    

    

   

e {Wail te wali (7, & 

to ~& 

te 

to 

Turning front      

inside wheel angle with outside wheel at 20° 

; ss Worm 

Roller Sector 

    

  

   

   

  

Make 

  

Geor 

  

Raties O23 

No. wheel turns 

Type 

Moke 
   

Gear     
Ratios 

   
     

   
   

by 
torque ratio 

turns 

of wheels} 

  

    
     

       

or Longitudinal 
Tle rods {one or two} 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROJET __MODEL YEAR 1956 

y-8 

MODEL CORVETTE Conventional | Fowerglise 
  
  

STEERING (cont.) 

inclination at camber {d 

Diameter 

     
     

   

      
   

      
       
    
     

      
    

    

    

        

Kingpin 
Bearings 

{type) 
Lower 

Thrust 

Caster (deg.) 

  

   

Wheel 

ailgnment 

{range and 
preferred) 

Camber (deg.} 

Toe-in {outside tread- . 

inches} Ona B " 

knuckle 

     Inner 
Diameter bearing 

Wheei Outer 
spindle beoring 

  

    

  

    

  

       
   
   

    

        
   

  

   
   

  

   

   
Thread size 

REAR SUSPENSION 

      Orive and 

  

taken (see 14) 

T 

Material 

Size (length x width x 
No. leaves or coil I.D.) 

  

  

   

   

   

  

    

  

Spring rote {Ib. in.) 

Rate at wheei {Ib. in.) 

Nermai load {Ib. at rated 

Spring length)     

  

   

      

     

insulation 

No. of leaves 

Covers { 

Lubricated no) 

Type and size 

Moterial 

Shackle (comp. or 

Manvfocturer 

T (direct or lever) 

Piston diameter 

no}     

  

    

     

  

   

     

    

        
Inserts 

      Shock 

absorbers 
   

    
     

   
   

     Stabilizer 
frameless}     

Moterial 

     

  

  
Track bor type  
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR 222° 
  

BODY—GENERAL DEFINITIONS 
  

NOTE: Included in the dimension definitions listed on this and the following pages are those which have been proposed for adoption by the SAE. 

These are indicated by a number following the type of dimension, e.g.,L 3. Additional dimensions have been added by the AMA Specifications Body 

Sub-Committee for inclusion in the Questionnaire. These are shown by an additional letter, ¢.9.,HA. The dimensions are developed from the following 

basic points: 

1. Front and rear seat "A" points cre token 5° forward of vertical tangent to seat back 15° from center of body. 

2. Front seot is in the rear position, 

3. Loaded position—5 passengers, front 300 Ib., rear 450 Ib., includes spore wheel, tire and tools, and full complement of gas, oll, water, ete. 

and tires to recommended pressure, etc. 

4, CL (centerline). 

5. D.L. ©. (daylight opening, exposed glass dimension). 

4. Ramp breakover angle (pege 20-A) Is the supplement of the Included ramp angle {180° minus the included ramp angie) over which « car 

can pass without hanging up. 

MODEL 
    

BODY—TRUNK OPENING DIMENSIONS 
  

  

  

  

                        
    

          

  

                      
  

  

TA—Width ccross the top [5.0 

TB—Width ocross the bottom 

TC—Diagonal dimension at CL ' 
from top of opening to bottom * 
  

TO—Vertical height of opening (floor 
to top, Inside edge of opening) 14.2 

TE-Max. horizontal depth (forward 
from vertical projection of inside . 
edge of opening) 13.0 

Poaltion of spare tire stowage 
  

Horizontal In Fleor Tire Well Under Mat 
  

Method of holding lid open 
Counterbalance Springs     

# = Not A Standard Dimension 
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MAKE OF CAR_CHEVROLET MODEL YEAR___272° 

  

  » mopeL___ CCRVETTE 

BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—INTERIOR 
  

HEAOLINING 

tar 16° o/t oF DOOR        
   

        TOP OF CARPET 
{a7 18° LINet 

I 

1, Front headroom—from "A" 
‘ 

pt. to headlining at 8° bock of 
vertical on 15” line. (Fer "A" 
pt. see note 1, page 19) 36.58 

H2. Reor headroom—from “A” 

pt. to headlining at 8° back of 
vertical on 15” tne. 

    
3. Front sect height to floor 

carpet on 15” fine [front edge 8 

© ’ 9 cushion). 
9 

  HS. Rear seo) height to floor 
carpet on 15” Eine (front edge 

of cushion). . _— 
  

#11. Entrance—front—cushion 
“~" point to bottom windcord 

vertical. 

H12. Entronce—rear—top of 

cushion to bottom windcord 
verticai ot C/L of rear door. 

H13. Steering wheel clearance 

te seat cushion token on ore. 12 

HA. Front seat vertical rhe at 

“A pt. (inches.}   02a



  

. 

  

  

  

    

  

  

      
  

  

  

    

e ° e .. ° p 20-A 
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET __ open vear__2926 
-™ 

~ wove. CORVETTE 

BODY—HEIGHT DIMENSIONS—EXTERIOR 
! 

? 

@ INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE : 

HC+RAMP GBREAKOVER ANGLE 
i 

{SUPPLEMENT OF INCLUDED RAMP ANGLE} . { 

H10%._ Overall height. Loaded-Tbp Up 51.09 
© HB. Overail height-—-vnloaded. & Thp Up 52,0 
  

ground at normal section. 
  

$ 
H102. Front bumper bottom to 

f H104. Rear bumper bottom to 
ground of normal section. 

H106. Angle of approach—from 

the tire rolling radius to lowest 280,31" 

point on front bumper or guard. 

H107. Angie of departure—from : 

the tire rolling radius to low- 18°Sor 
est point on reor bumper or guard. 
  

  

  

HC. Romp breokover angie. * 14°54" 

H117. Windshield DLO-slant height. 17.31" 
H421. Backlight DLIO*—Max., 
slant height. 12.5" 
  

H122. Windshield slope angie to 

vertical fine on cor axis. 

H124. Backlight slope angle to 

vertical line on car axis. 

H128. Ground to bottom of . 
front bumper guard. -oo 

H129. Ground to bottom of rear 

bumper guard. 

    
  

ve 
p
e
 
e
e
 

pe
e 
c
y
 

ee
 
e
e
 S

t 
e
e
 
t
g
 
e
r
e
n
t
 

et 

HD. Min. rood clearance {loca- 

‘4 , tion and dimension}. 5 81 

HE. Mi dd ch ince at reor _— 

axle. m seen 8,00     
*See Notes, page 19. .
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MAKE OF CAR 

  

AMA Consolidated Specification Questionnaire rage <1” 

CHEVROLET _mopet year__222° 

  

MODEL_ CORVETTE 

BODY—LENGTH DIMENSIONS 

  

  

  

C 

  

    
  

      
      

  

  

  prvame |, 104         
  

inte- 

13. Reor compartment back of front 
seat back fo rear seat back. 
  
L4. Leg room—frant—diagonal— 
ball of foot to top of seat to front seat 

back——15” line. 

  
41.0 

  
LS. Leg room—rear—diogonat— 

from ball of foot to top of rear sect 

cushion and to seat back. 

L7. Steering wheel clearance to 
seat back taken on are. 

L9. Front seat depth (front edge fo 
vert, tan. to seat back on 15” fine). 

L16. Depth of rear seat 
(front edge to seat back). 

  18.0 

  
L17.- Total adjustment of 

front seat at floor. 

e
e
 
y
e
e
 

Leb 
  

Exte- 

L101. Wheel base. 102 
  
L103. Overall length {bumper te — 
bumper inc. guards). 168.0 
  
L104. Overhang—front including 
bumper guords. 

L105. Overhang—rear inchding 

bumper guards.   26.73 

1.43: 

ee
e 

ee
 

e
e
 
a
 
E
e
 

ew
e 
e
t
m
e
 
e
n
e
 
e
n
e
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MAKE OF CAR CHEVROLET 

  

  

SAODEL CURVETTE     
BODY—WIDTH DIMENSIONS 
  

  

  

    

  

AS         
  

  

W3. Front shoulder room, at garnish 
moulding height or nearest interference 
5” forward of seat back. 
  

W4. Rear shoulder room, at garnish 

moulding height or nearest interference 

5” forward of seot back. 
  

WS. Front hip room, at top of seat 5” 
forward of vert, tan. to seat back. 
  

W6. Rear hip room, at top of seat 5” 
forward of vert. tan. to seat back, 
  

W7. Steering wheel center 
to center of body, 
  

W001. Front tread at 

ground. 
  

W102. Rear tread at 

ground. 
  

W103. Max. overall width of car 
including bumpers or mouldings. 
  

WA. Max. overall width 

of car with doors open.   
  

W111. Windshield DLO, 

max. width, 
  

W114. Back windew DLO, 
max, width.       ¢ Not Applicable, 
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MODEL YEAR__292 
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  mope.___CAVETTE 

        

  

   

  

      
   

  

    

     

  

         

     

Doors hinged 
(front, rear) 

T of finish 

Hood side; semi-full, full, half) 

Hood counterbalanced 

Hood release control linternal, external) 

Vent window control method 

(crank, friction, pivot). 

Windshield (one two piece; curved, fiat) 

Rear window type (one piece, two piece, three 
piece; curved, fiat) 

Windshield 

Front 

Reor    
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i) 
Conventional Powerglide 

BODY—MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION . 

    

  

t 

Convert. Top + One Piece » Flat (Plastic 

in. 

   
    area 

BODY-—TYPES AND STYLE NAMES 

  
Body type, number of passengers, and style 
nomes {use letter code shown beiow followed 
by passenger capacity ond style nome   

#.9., N-6 Ranciwagon) 

  

* L = Convertible - 2 Door - 2 Passenger 

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

A—Coupe—2 door flotback 

8—Coupe—2 door notchback 

C-Sedan—2 door flatback 

O—Sedan—2 door notechback 

E—Sedan—-4 door flatback (4 windows) 

F-—Sedan—4 door flotback (6 windows} 

G—Sedan—4 door notchback (4 windows) 

H—Sedon—4 door notchback (6 windows) 

J—Hardtop——2 door 

X—Hardtop—4 door 

Body type code 

L—Convertible—2 door 

M=-Convertible—4 door 
N—Station wagon—2 door 

P—Station wagen——4 door 

Q—Combined passenger and utility—2 door 

R—Combined passenger ond utility—4 door 

$——Sedan delivery 

T—timousine 
*% Removable Hard-lop 

___Optiona], Equipment 
 


